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GENERAL ASSEMBLY

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

2005 REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 121

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2005

The following concurrent resolution was reported to the Senate from the House and ordered

to be printed.
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION dlrectmg the Legislative Research Commission
to conduct a study on the advisability of yliclensing physician assistants.

WHEREAS, there is a shortage of physicians in some areas of Kentucky; énd

WHEREAS, people in underﬁerved areas. may benefit if phys‘ici*afn asgistants work
with supervising physiciahs to improve access to me&ical cafe in thoéé aréas; and

WHEREAS, physician assistants are valued héalth care providers; and

WHZEREAS, recent news reports on the poor health of Kentuckians in general
highlight the role that licensed physician assistants may play in providing increased healtﬁ
care services in the stéfe; and _ | |

WHEREAS, physician assistants have proven to be effective in educating patients
- about implementing healthy lifestyle practicés; and -

WHEREAS, the retention of state-trained health care practitioners is a laudable
goal; aﬁd | | 4 |

WHEREAS, 43 'states and the District jof Colﬁmbia licehse physician assistants; and

WHEREAS, when referring to professional credentialing, the term "certification”
generally refers to volmﬁw accreditation and the term "licensing" refers to the
imposition of state-mandated requirements to practice;

NOW, THEREFORE,

, Be it resolved by the House of Representatives Aof the General Assembly of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1. The Legislative Research Commission shall conduct a study-on> the
advisability of licensing physician assistants. The study shall identify the advantages and
disadvantages of licensing physician assistants. The analysis undertaken shall compare
and contrast the services physician assistants in other states are authorized to provide by
statute with those Kentucky physician assistants are authorized to provide; compare the
employment pattetns of physician assistants in states with, and without, licensing

A requirerhent‘s;,and; gather information, testimony, and opinions from affected persons and
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groups in and out of Kentucky regarding the advantages and disadvantages of licensingr
physician assistants in the Commonwealth.

Section 2. The Legislative Research Commission shall transmit the results of the
study required by Section 1 of this Resolution to the appropriate committees by
Decémber 15, 2005.

Section 3. ] Provisions of this resolutioﬁ to the contrary notwithstanding, the
Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the
issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to

designate a study completion date. .
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ouse of Representatives

President of the Senate

Attest: ;é;‘"ﬂ @“éééé'zm .
ief Clerk of House of Representatives

. Govemor - :
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